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2026 Birgit M. Klohs Fellowship Application

Please send a cover letter, resume, letter(s) of support, and answers to the questions below to catie@medaweb.org by the end of day on May 15, 2026. 

The goal of the fellowship aims to expand opportunities for women and minorities in economic development by providing access to the education and training needed to strengthen their skills and abilities.  In doing so, it supports MEDA’s overall mission to drive positive economic growth in Michigan, while empowering the next generation of economic development leaders.  The monies can be utilized for training, continuing education, and professional development to build each recipient’s skills and career in economic development.  Candidates for the Fellowship are generally early-career economic development professionals.  MEDA’s Emerging Leaders Committee helps facilitate the award process. 

You are free to use this Word document to complete your application. Year after year, the competition for this Fellowship increases significantly. Please be sure to follow all instructions, proofread (do not use acronyms), and submit your application by the deadline.  

1. Name ________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you plan to use the money you receive for? (Please list exact usage as well as individual and total costs, if known.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. What are your goals in economic development? How will this award help you?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Will you be available to accept the award on August 6th at the Westin Book Cadillac Hotel in Detroit? _____ Yes 	  _____ No      ______ I’m Not Sure


Employer Acknowledgment
I, ________________________________________, as [Employer’s Position] at 

[Company/Organization Name], confirm our support [Employee’s Name] Birgit M. Klohs 

Fellowship application and proposed use of funds.

Signature: ____________________________________ (Electronic Signature Accepted)

Date: ________________________________________ (Electronic Date Accepted)

Email:  _______________________________________
MEDA reserves the right to withhold the disbursement of funds in any given year if the selection committee deems that applications received do not represent the intent of the scholarship.
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