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MEDA Awards Nomination

Submit by Wednesday, February 4, 2026
Advocate for Economic Development Advancement
This is your opportunity to recognize a strong advocate for economic development advancement that has a proven record of support for economic development in your service area, region, or the entire state.

Please nominate using the following criteria and guidelines (Your nominee does not have to meet all five of the criteria):

· Impact:  Demonstrated success in advocating for policies, programs, or initiatives that support economic development and/or evidence of influencing decision-makers and stakeholders to advance economic development priorities.
· Innovation:  Proven track record of innovative approaches or ideas that have advanced the profession and creativity in addressing economic development challenges.
· Commitment:  Dedication to community improvement by advancing economic development opportunities for quality of life and willingness for long-term involvement in economic development activities.

· Leadership:  Skilled at collaborating with diverse groups including government, business, community and the public with the ability to develop and implement economic development strategies and best practices.
· Community Impact:  Tangible results and positive outcomes to include improvements at the local, regional, state, or federal levels, attributed to the nominee’s work.

The Advocacy Committee will select a winner.
Submit by: Wednesday, February 4, 2026
Award Presentation:  Selected nominees will receive their award at Impact Day on Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at the DoubleTree by Hilton Lansing hotel (formerly the Radisson).
Directions for Submission:
1.
No self-nomination.  The goal is to have peer recognition.
2.
Not a current legislator serving in the House/Senate.  Please see Legislative Economic Development Champion Award.
3.
The nominator must be a MEDA member in good standing, but the nominee does not have to be a member.
4.
Nominators must provide specific examples and measurable outcomes to support their nomination.  
· Does the nominee work locally, regionally, or statewide?  Public/private?
· How many years has the nominee been working/supporting economic development in their position?  
· What activities has the nominee been responsible for, including but not limited to, site selection/approval, redevelopment ready, Brownfield projects, jobs/talent, workforce development, etc.
5.
Provide supporting documentation that demonstrates the nominee’s outstanding performance, leadership, and commitment to fostering economic growth and prosperity in their field and/or community, examples include:  
· Project impact reports:  job creation, investment attraction, business expansion,
· Innovative programs or initiatives launched,
· Statistics showing key economic indicators,
· Media coverage, press releases, media clippings, publications, and/or
· Testimonials, awards, professional membership.
6.
Submissions are not limited to one page, please use all the additional pages you need for a thorough/complete submission.

· Submit by Wednesday, February 4, 2026 to provide ample time for review and notification.
· Scan and email to Meghan at meghan@medaweb.org. 

Advocate for Economic Development Advancement Award Form

Nominee’s Name/Title:  
Nominee’s Employer:

Nominee’s Email/Contact Information:

1.
Please share why or how you believe this individual has made an impact or advanced economic development as part of their professional or personal life.  The committee is looking for individuals with a demonstrated history of innovation, commitment, leadership, and community/industry impact.  
2.
Please include supporting documentation such as project impact reports, launched innovative programs/initiatives, key economic indicator statistics, media coverage, previous awards/recognition.  These materials can be emailed separately to Meghan Swain at meghan@medaweb.org.
3.
Any additional information:  

Contact Information of the Person Nominating:

Name:

Phone:

Email:  

Signature (Pen/Electronic):
Date:  

E-Form:  https://medaweb.questionpro.com/2026EDAdvocate
